Idlewild

MPAA: Rated R for violence, sexuality, nudity and language.

Now in theaters


Remember Moulin Rouge?  The 2001 Academy Award Winning musical reignited Hollywood musicals.  It did what Grease couldn’t do—inspire a new generation of continuously popular follow ups brimming with incredible music that affects not only the period featured but this modern generation.

I attended the world premiere of Moulin Rouge where over half the theater walked out due 100% to hard hitting, unexplained quick fisted Baz Luhrmann edits and somewhat scatter brained storyline.  

But you’ve got to start somewhere!

Idlewild is South Georgia’s version of Moulin Rouge. Its The Cotton Club meets Stand By Me and The Notebook—the complete history of two kids growing up street smart and horribly scared to show it off.  Until the day they’re forced to make a choice. 
Forget that Hip Hop is the films main musical driving force.  The back roads of small town America right in the middle of prohibition are relived in the way of separating the differences between Gangster and Gansta.
Terrence Howard is the future of movie making.  Even as a character actor his energy dominates every scene.  Adding depth to the presentation are Big Boi and Andre Benjamin from Atlanta’s top Crunk act Outkast.  

  Unlike Moulin Rouge, Idlewild isn’t doing 95 down I-485.  The more minutes you add the more attached you become.  It’s too easy for me to dive into what each player brings to the screen and if I do…it’ll steal from what is described as being the “wow” factor.

I said it, “Wow!”  Idlewild is unique enough to live on its own while being courageous to present a side of the south most have never been introduced to.  Here’s the best news…it was filmed in Willington, North Carolina.
Hip Hop, Soul, The Blues, R & B and Pop…Idlewild proves music remains the universal language.

