Flags of our Fathers

MPAA: Rated R for sequences of graphic war violence and carnage, and for language.


I grew up watching war films for no reason other than to better understand why I feared war.  Being part of the Vietnam generation meant someone in my family was up for grabs…in line, my brother Danny who served our great nation as a long term fully dedicated member of the National Guard.


My mother lost two brothers in the Korean War, my stepfather Joe dedicated his life to America in World War II while my grandfather laid his life on the line in what he always called WW one.  


No war movie goes unnoticed.  For that matter, I find myself halting the forever going channel surfing journey on the History channel when it too features giant jets and or historical biographies on the legends and or those time would rather forget.


Flags of our Fathers is Clint Eastwood’s remarkable story of the six men who raised the flag at the battle of Iwo Jima.  



Potent in the way of reminding this generation that real wars aren’t video games.  


Unforgettable because no adult man or woman will skip this lifetime without seeing the photograph that changed a nation.  


Earth shattering in the way a nation bastardized its opportunity to raise war bond funds.  


William Broyels Jr. masterminds some of the greatest film quotes of the year:  

“Pictures can win or lose a war.  Pictures of the Vietnamese man getting his brains blown out lost that war.”

“Everybody thinks they know something about war, especially those who’ve never been there.”

“You chose to be a Marine because it was the best looking uniform?  There’s no sense in being a hero if you don’t look like one.”

“You’re not the best sergeant there is just the best still walking.”

“Here’s a song for you to think about the girls back home who are waiting for you to return.”

My quotes written while watching every frame come into play:  “The first battle scene, you can’t sit still.  You want to feel proud while wanting to climb into the screen to help your brothers, fathers and neighbors falling in the name of freedom.”

“If but for one second in time you were given the chance to hold and preserve history, would you prefabricate the existence of truth to get the opportunity to e a hero?”

