Akeelah and the Bee:

Been to Starbucks in Ballantyne lately?  Then you’ve seen ample amount of promotion for Akeelah and the Bee—the Lionsgate film about a young girl from south L.A. blessed with an incredible gift to spell.  

We’re talking about words Microsoft spell check would never recognize!

In January, the well known house of Joe took the success of selling music to Hollywood.  Their interests were simple; locate a movie Starbucks could be part of that would become an incredible conversation piece inside their locations.  

It’s been described as being the ideal blend for two entrepreneurial companies committed to identifying new ways to access new business.   
 From the promotions department came spelling card games and colorful coasters, bright posters and wall to wall mentions of the film.  Local teachers have latched onto the idea to help promote every reason why we should become better spellers and not leave it up to the computer.
Surprisingly, it’s the only time you see the coffee joint mentioned.  
So, what about the movie?  

The cast resembles the way men shake the change in their pocket—the movie features names you recognize but how much value can be found in its worth?  
Laurence Fishburne, Angela Bassett and newcomer Keke Palmer catch you off guard.  With an overabundance of reality shows plaguing the tiny entertainment box, over two hundred movie premiere goers were anything but calmed excitement.  You couldn’t stop from becoming part of the spelling test.  
Akeelah and the Bee is everything Starbucks Entertainment invested in—it’s warm, it’s funny and never once did you question if it was fact or fiction.  Even its climatic stereotypical Hollywood ending didn’t silence the masses.  

For a brief moment…you’ll feel like you can truly spell.

